1902-1905                  CHAPTER VII
THE BALFOUR-CHAMBERLAIN PERIOD
MEASURED by its consequences in after years the British-French Entente was by far the most important act of Mr. Balfour's Administration, but in home affairs also this Administration started policies and raised controversies which were to occupy politicians for a generation to come.
It was the view of the Liberal party that having appealed to the electors to suspend party politics in the national interest at the election of 1900, the Government were bound to refrain from legislation of a partisan character, and they were loud in protest, when in 1902 Mr. Balfour introduced an Education Bill abolishing School Boards and setting up Education Committees of County and Borough Councils to take over their work and to " control all secular education " in voluntary schools. There was much to be said for unifying education and giving the new authorities wide powers over all schools, secondary as well as elementary, but Liberals and Nonconformists took strong exception to the terms made with voluntary schools and especially to the provision that these schools should be wholly maintained out of the rates, while the public authority appointed only a third of their managers, and, in respect to the appointments of teachers, was given only a veto which was not to be exercised " except on educational grounds." The Government replied that the denominations—mainly Church of England and Roman Catholic— provided die buildings and kept them in repair; the Opposition retorted that this was but a trifling contribution compared with the complete maintenance out of public funds which was now proposed.
Nonconformists challenged the whole scheme as a new State-endowment of religion, and strongly objected to paying rates for the support of schools teaching religious doctrines of whicft they disapproved. The Bill was hotly
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